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For Immediate Release

Helvetia to Hold Seminar on “Team Exhibiting à la Swiss”


A still-new concept of philatelic team competition will be described and displayed at a public seminar entitled “Team Exhibiting à la Swiss” on Friday, March 4, during the annual convention of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society (AHPS) by five members who have entered the current Swiss competition. 


Unlike at least two U.S. groups that exhibit together at U.S. shows but compete individually, the AHPS members compete as a single group with individual points added together for its final score against other teams that also belong to the Swiss Union of Philatelic Societies.


The fourth three-year cycle of the “Swiss Champion” competition began in August with each member displaying two 12-page frames at a Swiss local show. Next year each member will show three frames at a regional show. In 2006 each will show four frames at a national show, where the judges will select the champion society.


Teams earn bonus points for including first-time exhibitors, youth exhibitors, and displays in five different exhibiting classes. Members must show only material they have never exhibited competitively before.


At the seminar the AHPS team will discuss these and other special features of the scoring system and show the new exhibits its members have developed for the competition. The seminar will take place from 2 to 5 p.m. on March 4 at the Collectors Club in New York, 22 East 35th St., Manhattan.


The AHPS  convention will be held March 3-6 during the Spring 2005 Postage Stamp Mega-Event at New York’s Madison Square Garden. The society’s annual business meeting will be held at the Garden on Saturday, March 5, from 10 a.m. to noon. Swiss, Liechtenstein and related exhibits will be eligible for special AHPS as well as Mega-Event awards.


AHPS membership information, to be available from the society’s booth during the show, is also obtainable from its secretary, Richard T. Hall at P.O. Box 15053, Asheville, NC 28813, or through the AHPS website at www.swiss-stamps.org 
Spring 2005 Postage Stamp Mega-Event

March 3-6, 2005

Madison Square Garden

4 Pennsylvania Plaza

New York, N.Y. 10001

Show Hours: Thursday – Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4

FREE ADMISSION
